CHAPTER XXI
DR. JOHNSON

SAMUEL JOHNSON, one of the most downright and
lovable characters who has ever lived, was born at
Lichfield in 1709. His father was a bookseller. From
his earliest days he had to struggle against adversity.
Attacked by scrofula, the disease known as " King's
Evil," he nearly lost his sight. "King's Evil" got its
name from the popular belief that the touch of a
king's hand could cure it. Johnson's parents took Him
all the way to London, but Queen Anne's touch did
him no good, and to the end of his life he had trouble
with his sight and hearing. Luckily, a strong constitu-
tion helped him to surmount this difficulty and many
more. He went to school, first at Lichfield, under the
violent Hunter, and later at Stourbridge: but the real
foundations of his enormous learning were laid in the
two years he subsequently spent at home, reading
everything in his father's shop upon which he could
lay his hands.

In 1728 his father managed with help from a friend
to send him up to Pembroke College, Oxford. There
he made a name for himself by his wit and strength of
character, but his money gave out, and he left in
1731 without a degree, ill clothed and hungry. He
was for a while assistant master in a school, tried his
hand at writing, and then, at the lowest ebb of his